
The small brown l i r d  seen 
darting among the saw palmetto 

.- "2 or around your home k, most llkely peV2*- _ .- the brown anole or Cuban anole. 
It is a very aggressive lnvasive 
exotic. Unfortunately It Is replacing 
the natlve green mole by 
competing for the same food. 

As the seasons change. you 
may see masses of small white 
buttelflies fluttering through the 
preserve. This Is the great 
southern white butterfly. 
Females lay their eggs on 
saltwort, which is the host plant 
for the caterpillar stage of the 

Gmc-arnWMrem great southern white. (Ascia nmule) 

Be Prepared 

Before you head for the trails, you may want to 
bring the following: 

0 Water 0 Waterproof hiking shoes 
0 Sunscreen 0 Cell phone 
0 Bug spray 0 Flashlight 
0 Hat 0 Watch 
0 Rain jacket 0 Compass 

The best time to visit this area is during the dry season 
(November - May). Make sure to give yoursell plenty of 
time to walk the trail system. Know what time the sun sets 
and be prepared for rainy weather. 

Because this is an outdoor adventure, animals may be out 
and about too. Venomous snakes and other creatures live 
in these woods. Keep in mlnd that these animals are just as 
afraid of you as you are of them. If you should encounter a 
venomous snake, do not try to harm or kill It. Instead, 
slowly back away and leave the area. The best way to stay 
safe is to stay on the trails. 
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ball color and d l d o n  

Opossum 
(Didelphis vifginianaJ 
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Contact  Information 
This site is managed by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP), Office of Coastal and 
Aquatic Managed Areas (OCAMA). Are you interested in 
volunteer opportunities or making a financial contribution 
to our conservation efforts? Become a member of our 
citizen support organization, the Estem Bay Buddies, by 
calling the number below. Thank you for your support. 

Estero Bay Aquatic and State Buffer Preserves 
700-1 Fisherman's Wharf 
Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931 
(239) 463-3240 

'Winkler Point 

Welcome to the Ester0 Bay State Buffer Preserve. TMs 
preserveisabwt9,000acres,butthesize~to 
grow as we acquire more land. The Aquatic Preselve was 
established in 1966 and cotwW prknamy of Ester0 6aY 
anditsMbutariss.ThispuMkaccesspdntIs~~as 
Wlnkler Point, and encompasses over 600 acres of ffatwoods, 
salt Rats, and transittonal tidal marsh. 

This natural area is a work In progress. A primary concern is 
management of invasive exo'do spedes. lmrasive exotks are 
plants and anknals that ere not natvraRy found In the Unlted 
States. They threaten the natural Wanfs of an ecwptem by 
f o r d n g ~ ~ ~ a n d a n l m a i s t o ~ t e w l t h t h e m t o r  
food and space. Melaleuca is our Mggeet problem. Thew tall 
trees wilh the white, flaky bark have taken over entire areas 
of the presenre and many areas throughout X&I Rortda 

For your protection and to show resped for this natural area, 
please remain on marked trails and remember that all plants 
and animals are protected within the preserve. 

This trail guide provides a bask Introduction to Ure planai and 
anlmalsyouareI~elytoseealongthetrails.PleasecOn6ad 
us if you would like more Information. Thank you and enfoyf 
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