
There are no additional fees for 

SCUBA diving.  It is included with fees 

for day use, camping, cabin rentals 

and annual passes. 

Diving Instructor Permit  $200+tax 

• This permit is required of any 

instructor teaching SCUBA diving. 

• A Diving Instructor Permit includes 

two instructors only.  All students 

must pay day use fees. 

All fees are subject to change. 

 

 

 

 

Essential Eligibility 

Criteria 

 
In addition to the procedures listed in 
this brochure, in order to participate 
in this program, one must have the 

ability to: 
 
• Put on diving equipment 

independently or with the 

assistance of a companion. 
 
• Transport diving gear and traverse 

450 to 1400 feet of walkway to the 
water entry points, independently 

or with the assistance of a 
companion. 

 

Fees and Permits 

Alternate 

format 

available 

upon request. 

Diving 
SCUBA & Free Diving 

Blue Spring State Park 

Blue Spring State Park 

2100 West French Avenue 

Orange City, FL 32763 

(386) 775-3663 

FloridaStateParks.org 

The Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP), Division of Recreation 

and Parks does not promote nor 

encourage SCUBA or free diving because 

there is inherent personal danger involved 

in this activity.  All persons participating 

in SCUBA and free diving activities must 

do so at their own risk. 

SCUBA diving permitted in designated 

areas only.  Diving is permitted with the 

understanding that the DEP Does Not: 

• Accept any responsibility for 

SCUBA and free divers safety. 

• Assume any responsibility for 

verifying equipment a certified 

SCUBA diver should or should not 

possess. 

• Accept any responsibility for 

monitoring diving conditions or 

other hazardous conditions SCUBA 

or free divers may encounter at 

any given time. 

Diving in Florida’s State 
Parks 

• Enter and exit the water 

independently or with the assistance 
of a companion. 

 

• Assess local diving conditions and 

make prudent decisions regarding 
your skill and training for those 
conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Free Diving Risks 
 
• Hyperventilation or over breathing 

before a dive is dangerous.  It 
reduces carbon dioxide in the 
bloodstream and blocks a divers’ 
reflexive need to breathe. 

 
• Shallow Water Blackout is a loss 

of consciousness in <15 feet of 
water where the divers’ reflexive 

need to breathe has been 
suppressed.  It is caused by low 
oxygen levels in the brain.  This is 
the leading cause of drowning and 

near drowning for free divers. 
 
• Deep Water Blackout is a loss of 

consciousness while ascending from 

a deep free dive when the swimmer 
does not experience an urgent need 
to breathe.  Immediate cause is a 
rapid drop in the pressure of oxygen 

in the lungs.  This usually occurs 
near or at the surface. 



Procedures for SCUBA 
Diving 

Small horizontal crevices taper as you 
enter. This may make exit difficult. 
These areas can also be very silty. 
Please never exceed your level of 
training. Help prevent damage to the 
cave. Remember; “Take nothing but 
pictures, kill nothing but time and 
leave nothing but bubbles.” 

Image/map provided courtesy of Terrence 
Tysall and the © Cambrian Foundation, Inc. 
2003.  Surveyed by Arthur Ahr, James Golub 
and Terrence Tysall. 

 
Notes: 
Silva compass and fiberglass tapes were 
used to confirm all data and distances.  A 
precision depth gauge +/- one foot in 
accuracy calibrated to freshwater was used 
to measure water depths.  All depths are 
subject to change due to variable water 
levels in the St. Johns River. 

Warning Sign! 
“Prevent your death, go no further. Trained divers even instructors 
have died here due to an ignorance of cave diving procedures.” 

Blue Spring Cave 

Popcorn Machine 

Numerous small shells 
and rocks can be stirred 
up and kept suspended 
by water flow reducing 
visibility.  Do not kick up 
bottom!  Extremely 
heavy flow.  Certified 
cave divers only! 

Rocks and boulders 

Sediment and silt 

Karstified limestone 

Direction of water flow 

• Divers must register at the ranger 

station between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

and exit the water by 5 p.m. 

• Divers must register with a partner. 

• Divers must present proof of 

certification during registration.   

• All professional certification 

association’s safety standards 

should be followed at all times. 

• Lights prohibited at depths less 

than 60 feet. 

• The spring run is closed to diving 

and all water activities from 

November 15 to March 1. 

• Motorized, underwater assist 

vehicles prohibited. 

 

SCUBA Diving is Limited 

to the Following 

Persons: 

• Adult (18 and older) certified 

SCUBA divers. 

• Training adult and minor (17 years 

and younger) SCUBA divers under 

a certified diving instructor’s  

supervision. 

• Minor certified SCUBA divers in an 

organized group may only dive with 

a dive-certified adult in charge. 

Beware of logs crossing over 
entrance. These may be a 
possible hazard on ascent. These 
areas can be a good spot to 
conduct a safety stop. 


